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Postcolonial Issues in Australian Literature
Description (continued)
Essay collections focusing on the postcolonial nature of national and regional literatures have previously been published; however, Postcolonial Issues in Australian Literature is the first collection to focus exclusively on Australian literature as postcolonial literature, and it is the first collection of essays on Australian literature in which all of the contributors write from a postcolonial theoretical perspective. It is thus a groundbreaking work that makes an important contribution to both Australian literary studies and postcolonial studies. Narrow definitions of 'postcolonial' that exclude settler colonies such as Australia not only serve to marginalize rich bodies of literature and literary criticism--they also ignore and/or obscure the fact that there are many kinds of postcolonialism, many types of postcolonial societies, and many ways for texts to be postcolonial. Postcolonial Issues in Australian Literature, as a body of work, insists that Australian literature is postcolonial literature and deserves equal status with the literature of other postcolonial nations. The contributions in the volume demonstrate that postcolonial theory and postcolonial analyses of Australian literature continue to be useful, relevant and innovative. This is an important book for all literature and Australasian collections. The collection is primarily aimed at students, teachers, and scholars of Australian and postcolonial literature--including undergraduate and postgraduate students, faculty who teach courses in Australian and postcolonial literature, and scholars who conduct research on Australian and postcolonial literature. The book will be useful for courses on both Australian literature and postcolonial literature, especially postcolonial courses that include Australian texts. The collection includes contributions addressing the work of many internationally recognized, leading contemporary Australian novelists, providing the collection with broad appeal to students and scholars around the world with an interest in prominent, award-wining authors and works. 
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